SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 18th April 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

11th April 2005







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS














(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL













(7.30pm)

(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4. MINUTES










(7.35pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 14th March 2005 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 11th April 2005. (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)

5. MATTERS ARISING








(7.40pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS  
(7.50pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


7. INSURANCE ARRANGEMENTS







(7.50pm)
To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report. (COPY ATTACHED)

8. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS






(7.55pm)

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report. (COPY ATTACHED)

9. PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO C.C.T.V. SYSTEM, BEDFORD ROAD RECREATION GROUND










(8.05pm)
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (COPY ATTACHED)
10. PRESS RELEASE








(8.10pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	7.4.05

29/05


	05/00542/FULL

Mr A Bates

16 Bedford Road

Sandy

SG19 1EL
	Full application for the demolition of timber garden shed and covered way erection of rear porch, alterations to existing outbuildings and re-roofing of existing greenhouse and garden shed at 16 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.   Near neighbours 14 & 18 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds
	
	F & G P

18.4.05
	

	13.4.05

30/05


	05/00585/LB

Mr D Waller

RSPB

The Lodge

Sandy

Beds

SG19 2DL


	Application for Listed Building Consent for the demolition and reconstruction of rebuilt section of garden wall at the RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Beds.
	
	F & G P

18.4.05
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 18.04.05
5.  MATTERS ARISING

* (a) Planning Application 41\2001\1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, houses etc. (5.12.01) (F41/01)


No further information received.

(b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis to report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd. 
(c) Commemoration of Victory in Europe/Japan Day 10th July 2005 (20.9.05) (F40/04)

At the last meeting of the Committee, Members asked for a plaque to be commissioned for the War memorial to mark its renovation for the 60th Anniversary of the end of World War II.  An estimate has been received for the supply, engraving and fixing of a Portland Stone plaque with an inscription of 100 letters at a cost of £286.13. There is currently no finance in the 2005/2006 Estimates with which to proceed with this matter. Members may wish to consider the use of funds from the Capital Account or the Contingency Fund.

(The instructions of Committee are requested)


(d) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005 (01.11.04) (F52/04)

Letters have been sent to the schools in Sandy and to the Bell and Sir William Peel Public Houses asking whether they have plans to commemorate the anniversary in any way.  Assistance was offered through publicity for events in the Quarterly Newsletter and dissemination of the information from the booklet distributed by the organising committee.
To date no replies have been received.

The only known organised event at the moment is the talk to the Good Afternoon Club on 21st October 2005


(e) Newsletter posting on to Town Council Website (14.03.05) (F84/04)

This work has now been completed, and some Newsletters have been posted.

(f) Flood Protection Works – Bedford Road,Sandy (14.03.05) (F86/04)
A meeting took place of the Flood Plan Working Group on Tuesday 5 April.  It was attended by Mr Steve Thomas of Mid Beds District Council and Mr Dave Thomas of the Ivel Drainage Board.  Arrangements have been made for them to attend the meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 16th May 2005 to give a presentation about the remedial works necessary to prevent future flooding.


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 18.04.05

5.  MATTERS ARISING (CONT)

 (g) Code of Conduct Review – Consultation Document (14.3.05) (F87/04)
The Policies Working Group has been requested to meet to consider the review and return with its findings to the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 16th May 2005.

(h) Devolving Services from Mid Beds D.C. (14.03.05) (F88/04)
Although some replies have been received others are still awaited and the data has not yet been collated.  A report will be brought to the Finance and General Purposes Committee of 16th May 2005.
* EXEMPT INFORMATION - SECTIONS (9/12) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985.  THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM
 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 18.04.05
6.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS


2004/2005
(1) Capital Expenditure

Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle


This work has now been completed satisfactorily and the ramps received and in use.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 18.04.05


7. INSURANCE ARRANGEMENTS
Members will recall that the Finance Officer was requested to investigate alternative insurers for the Town Council. Despite very considerable time and effort expended it proved impossible to find any other company or broker willing to quote. Subsequently, one Council member suggested contacting the Beckett Group, specialist insurance brokers.  Their representative was very helpful and he spent a number of hours researching the matter before returning with the advice that he had not been able to find an alternative insurer to the current company, Zurich Municipal.  He said that although he could negotiate with Zurich Municipal himself he did not advise it and could see no advantage in doing so to either the Town Council or the Beckett Group.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- NONE
INFORMATION ATTACHED




   

ACTION REQUIRED
- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REPORT AND TO INSTRUCT AS TO FURTHER ACTION TO BE TAKEN, IF ANY.

S M Foster
Deputy Clerk to the Council

5th April 2005

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 18.04.05

8. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

After the External Audit of the Council’s Accounts which took place in July 2004 the Auditor noted that the Town Council did not have Financial Regulations separate to the Standing Orders.  He recommended that the Council produced more detailed regulations, either as an annex to the Standing Orders or in a completely separate format.

The Finance Officer has drafted the Regulations, basing them on the model produced by NALC.  Once these are acceptable to Members the next step will be to amend the Standing Orders, removing any Financial Regulations from them, but enclosing them as an Annex. 


Although more detailed most of the added regulations are a formal recording of existing practice. 
Below are the additions or changes to the present Financial Regulations which will need more careful consideration. 

Members will wish to consider in particular the changes which have been made in the section covering Contracts.  While essentially the same, minimum amounts for requesting tenders have been raised to the level suggested in the Model Regulations.  It is some years since these figures were reviewed by the Town Council and Members may think that the higher figures are now appropriate.
Paragraph 11 under the heading Estimates highlights the need for Council to consider whether a three year forecast of Receipts and Payments should be prepared with the Budget.

Paragraph 15, the level of funding that can be authorised by the Clerk in conjunction with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor in the event of an emergency needs to be considered.  The model suggests £500.
SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- DRAFT FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
INFORMATION ATTACHED



   

ACTION REQUIRED
- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE DRAFT FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND, IF ACCEPTED, TO RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL THAT THEY BE ADOPTED
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

5th April 2005
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 18.04.05
9. PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO C.C.T.V. SYSTEM, BEDFORD ROAD RECREATION GROUND

Members will be aware that they approved in the Budget for 2005/2006 the provision of a new camera and three new lights in order to improve the security of Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

Although the Finance is available, it was thought wisest to get the approval of Committee before placing the necessary orders and incurring the expenditure.

What is proposed by Sandy Security therefore is to replace the existing camera with a new Vicon Surveyor Dome day/night Camera with 23x zoom facility on the existing pole, plus the installation of three number Uniflood 500 lamps, also on the same pole.  These lamps will be targeted in the direction of the three particular problem areas, i.e. play equipment, pavilion and down the Recreation Ground towards Foster Grove and will provide the illumination required for better night time surveillance and for evidence quality pictures to be recorded.
SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- SPECIFICATION SHEET FOR VICON DOME 
INFORMATION ATTACHED 
CAMERA AND UNIFLOOD LAMPS



   

ACTION REQUIRED
- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO APPROVE THIS WORK AND AUTHORISE THAT THE FINAL ORDERS BE PLACED

T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

5th April 2005
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